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Were it not better for as to return into Eg ypt? 
Ana they ſaid one to another, let us make 
us 4 Captain, and let us return into Egypt. 
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15 a Queſtion, which is moſt to be 
admired, The high Hand with which 
Go p delivered the People of 1/rael, 
or the Perverſeneſs of their Tem- 


2 * Another 


(4) 
e * Another Time they want Bread, and then 
*© Gop and eMoſes muſt be noſed with egypt 
* again. Well, Go vo gives them Bread from Hea- 
© ven that wont do; they muſt have Fl 
* too: And now, Can God ſpread a Table in the 
* Wilderneſs? Neceſſaries will not do, they 
muſt have a ſpread Table, even in a Wilderneſs; 
if not — they are preſently for Agypt again. 
Well, Go p gives them Quails, which they paid 
dear for; becauſe they would have them at an 
Rate. To prompt a Return to e/Xgypr, and raiſe 
a Cry for it, the traiterous Spies allo brought up 
an evil Report upon the good Land; there were high 
Walls, and tall Giants, and I know not what Dif- 
ficulties ; as if any Thing could be fo to Hr that 
could divide the Seas, melt the Rocks into Foun- 
tains, and pour down Bread and wild Fowl from 
the Clouds? However ſenſeleſs theſe Reports 
were, they ſet all the People a Weeping, and 
Murmuring againft Go » and e Moſes. 

Ws of this Nation, have been delivered from a 
Bondage,not at all aggravated by Compariſon with 
that of «Egypt. egypt was a Land of Darkneſs, 
Idolatry, Cruelty, Slavery and Plagues : Popery is 
all this; and ſo much more than all this ; as, 
the Egyptians did only diſtreſs the Body, and com- 
pel to hard Labour ; but not to worſhip their 
Idols: While the popiſh Task- Maſters command 
; the Soul to bow down, that they may go Over, and 
| never lay down the Scourge, while there is a 
N Knee that does not bow to Baal. The Fifth of No- 
vember delivered us from their Deſigns. The Re- 
| volution delivered us from their actual Tyranny : 
; The Proteſtant Succeſſion eſtabliſh'd among us, has 
delivered us from the Return of Popery upon us, 


like the Seven Spirits, worſe than the Former. But 
| tho 
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tho' we have eſcaped the Houſe of Bondage, there 
are 2 ſtrange Sort of People among us, who are 
Murmuring, Were it not better for us to return into 
egypt? And a great many that have actually 
made themſelves a Captain (ſuch an one as he was) 
to return into Egypt. Theſe Inclinations to Popery, 
have been ſtrangely propagated of late. I have a 
Mind to enquire into the Meaning of it, and ſee 
what Account may be given of it, under theſe 
two Heads. 


Firſt, Tua r there has been, and is, a ſtrange 
Inclination and Leaning that Way, among People. 


Secondly, WEN CE this Hankering after Popery 
ariſes. | 


Firſt, Tuar there has been a ſtrange Incl ination 
and Lcaning that Way, among People in theſe. 
Nations. One Inſtance of it I take to be, The 
Hatred to the e Memory and Names of the great In- 
ſtruments of our Deliverance, from Popery. They 
that were for Returning into Egypt, were for Ston- 
ing Moſes, and Caleb, and Joſhua. And if the 
Glory of the Lord had not appeared to all the Congre- 
gation, to prevent the furious Attempt, they might 
poſſibly have done it. The deſigned Aſſaſſi- 
nation of King WII IIAMu, our Moſes that brought 
us up out of e/Zgypt ; and the Rebellion againſt 
King Geokce, who faves us from returning into it; 
and will, we hope, be our Foſhua to lead us into 
the Promiſed Land of Reſt and Peace; the ſcurvy 
Reflections upon Queen Anne, during the Con- 
quering Years of Her Reign, and the Glorious Part 
of Her Adminiſtration, and the endleſs Gall that 
was poured out upon the great Inſtruments of 

Her 
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Her Glory, and the Nation's Safety, for bringing 
down the French Power, and thereby diſablin 
it from impoſing a popifh Pretender upon us; (till 
new Meaſures threw back that Power into his 
Hands again) were very much owing to this. 
ANOTHER is, The obliging Condeſcentions that 
ba xe been made to Papiſts, and the Compliances with 
them, a Diſpoſition not only to uſe them Tender- 
4y, but to ſhew them Favours; at the ſame Time 
that People were to have the ſevereſt Averſions to 
their own Fellow-Proteſtants. There have been 
People from the Beginning of the Reformation, that 
have been willing thac our Religion ſhould be as /ike 
Popery as poſſible, to oblige, and to bring over the 
Papiſts, was the Pretence ; its no Matter how 
many Proteſtants are diſobliged, or Diviſions oc- 
caſioned among Ourſelves ; we muſt oblige and 


bring over the Papiſts, i. e. keep the Boat᷑ tyed to 


the Rock, and by conſtant pulling the Rope, you 
may in Time bring the Rock to the Boat. ; 
In the Litany ſet forth by Henry VIII, after the 
Word Conſpiracy, this is added, From the Tyranny of 
the Biſhop of Rome, and all bis deteſtable Enormi- 
ties, &c, This was afterward left out to o- 
blige the Papiſts. The explicite Declaration 
againſt Tranſubſtantiat ion, which was in King Ed- 
ward VI's Articles, was omitted in thoſe ſet forth 
atthe Beginning of Queen Elizabeth's Reign, and 
the Matter left in general Words in thoſe, paſs d 
in the 13th Year of her Reign, which are now in 
Uſe . In the Service for the Fifth of November, 
during K. James I's Reign, the Papiſts were nam'd, 
as the Perſons, who turned Religion into Rebellion, and 
Faith into Fact ion. But in the Reign of Charles I. 
the Word Papifts was left out, in great Com- 
plaiſance to that Party. And as ſome Things _= 
| eft 
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left out, ſo otlier Things were left in to pleals the 
ſame People; the Croſs in Baptiſm, the Kneeling 
at the Sacrament; as tis impos d, the Table turn d 
into an Altar, (or placed Altar-wiſe) Sacrament 
into à Sacrifice, and Miniſter into Prieſt; Tapers, 


pictures, Organs, and all the Train of Cathedral 


Worſhip. If we are not mifinformed, Dr. Hie tes 
was about to recommend the Uſe of Intenſe in 
Charches, as a very edifying Symbol. Surely we 
are under ſome very great Obligations to theſe 
People of the Church of Rowe, that we are ſo 
concerned to pleaſe them. What have they done 
to merit all this Complaiſance? While at the 
fame Time, there is a frange Enmity rait d againſs 
thoſe, who are at the fartheſt Diſtance from Popery, 
and moſt averſe to it. It has been complained, That 
ſome People have placed all their Religion in their 
Oppoſition to Popery. Let them bear that Blame, 
who deſerve it : While on the other Hand, it is 
obſerved by ſome, That it is the Oppoſition to Po- 
that gives the Offence, more than the place- 
ing Religion in ſo doing ; becauſe, thoſe Perſons 
that do. not oppoſe Popery, are let alone to 
place Religion in Something not quite ſo good as 
oppoſing of Popery. 

Tux Deſigns of Suppreſſing Paritaniſm, (as 
they were wont to call the Principles of the 
ReFoORMATION, and the Endeavours for 
one, ſuitable to thoſe Principles) and Comply- 


ing with the Papiſts, had their Beginning both 


at once, and have proceeded with equal Paces. 
While Paritans have been purſued and driven into 
other Worlds (America) for Shelter, moderate 
Caſſandrian Popery, was no Part of their Abo- 

mination. | 
AGAIN, Seftning the Horrors of the Engliſh Na- 
tion to OE ſo bad 7 Tang ai has 
formerly been, and is till repreſented. This is 
generally 
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generally attended with a notable «Maxim, in- 
duſtriouſly propagated among the Vulgar, That 
its better to be a Papiſt, than a Presbyterian. How 
good a Thing then muſt P be, when it can 
make better Men than thoſe, who afford a Deno- 
mination to every religious and ſober Man, even 
in the Church itſelf. Its enough to fix the Name of 
Presbyterian upon a Churchman, if he ſays his Pray- 
ers any where but at Church, won't ſwear, nor 
be drunk, and has a little Charity towards his 
Brother that differs from him. While the popiſh 
Church, that damns every Body out of ber own 
Pale, does not pretend to Charity and Mode- 
ration. So that to ſay, It is better to be a Papiſt, 
than a Presbyterian, is in effect to ſay, It is better 
to be of a Religion that has no Charity at all in 
it, than of one that gives its own Denomination 
to all that have any. He was an old Presbyter that 
wrote thoſe Words, many Hundred Years ago, 
To I ſpeak with the Tongues of « Men and of eAngels, 
and have not Charity, (Love to Gop and my Bro- 
ther) I am become a ſounding Braſs, or a tinkl; 
Cymbal ; tho' I underſtood all «Myſteries, and all 
Knowledge, and tho 1 bad all Faith, ſo that I could 
remove e Mountains, and have no Charity, 1 am no- 
thing. If then, without Moderation and Bro- 
therly-tenderneſs, a Man is Nothing, with all his 
Noiſe and Knowledge, we may then ſay of a Pa- 
piſt, what the Apoſtle ſays of his Idol, that it i: 
Nothivg. For they do not ſo much as pretend to 
this Moderation and Love; they declare all 
damned out of their Communion ; and yet at the 
ſame Time, are for ſending them to that Damna- 
tion as ſoon as they can. Lil never believe that 
Man has any Charity to my Soul, who believes 
me damned if I die, and yet ſends me to the 
Stake or Gibbet, in that State, inſtead of taking 
all imaginable Care to keep me out of Hell as long 


as 
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as he can. It & better to be a Papiſt than a Diſſenter ; 
that is, it is better to be of an idolatrous Religion,than 
of the Religion of the Church of England itſelf, with- 
out its Treppings. That is, I don't like my own 
Religion, at all, if it be ſtrip'd of thoſe Things 
that are no Part of it, nor were ever appointed by 
the Author of it. That is, again, Idolatry and 
Superſtition, of the groſſeſt Kind, are better than 
the Chriſtian Religion itſelf, without Five Ceremo- 
nies. That is, further, in Holland, Germany, Den- 
mark, Pruſſia, Geneva, France, before the late Per- 
ſecution ; Scotland, and all other Places, where 
the Proteſtants are upon the Presbyterian Plan, I 
had rather be a Papiſt, than a Proteſtant. That is, 
further yet, It's better to have a Fool's Coat on 
with Lace and Trimming, than a plain one, let 
the Cloth be never ſo good. The Latin-Service, 
that I don'tunderſtand ; Prayers to Saints and An- 
gels, that I underſtand to be Idolatry ; Ten Ave 
Maria's to One Pater Noſter; Nine Command- 
ments, they having ſtole away the ſecond, (if they 
may be ſaid to have any Commandments, who 
are under a Power that pretends to diſpence with 
them all) and Half a Sacrament, having taken away 
the Cup, contrary to the expreſs Command. of 
CHRIST, Drink ye all of it; (tho' to make A- 
mends, they have made Five Sacraments more, by 
the ſame Authority by which they took away one 
Halt of CHRIS t's Inſtitution) ; I ſay, rather have 
che Maſs, Prayers for the Dead, Auricular Confeſ- 
1 XR fion, that common Picklock to the Secrets of States 

and Families; all this, and innumerable Miſchiefs 


$5. 6. a. ei. onto ia 


— 


E following from all this, rather than the Religion 
A of the Church of England itſelf, unattended with 
«4 thoſe Things, that are indeed no Part of Religi- 
2 on at all, and without which, no Religion would 
ou be a Jot the worſe. Thar is, in the laſt Place, I had 
8 rather be a Papiſ, who differs from the Efabliſhed 
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Church in almoſt Thirty of the Thirty nine eArticles, 
chan a Proteſtant Diſſenter, who differs only in 
Three and an Half, and they concern only Cere- 
monials, Offices, and Church Power : The Foun- 


dations and Characters of which Power, being 
ſomewhat dark and diſputable, are for that Rea- 


ſon, not among the Neceſſaries; nor of any Mo- 


ment, comparable to the Love and Union loſt 
in the Scuffle about them ; and conſequently, it 
would be the Glory of the Supreme Authority to 
State them or leave them, ſo, as might give the 
moſt general Satisfaction poſſible, and might make 
the Union of Proteſtants, of equal Extent with 
that Name ; and yet take Nothing from any Body 
they hold divine, while Declarations are left ge- 
neral and eaſy, and Thoughts free. 

I the next Place, The Deſigus of an Union with 
the Gallican Church, and the mournful Complaints 
upon the Diſappointment of that goodly Project, by 
thoſe, who at the ſame Time were taking all 
Ways to ſet the Proteſtants at Home at a farther 
Diſtance from one another ; is another Inſtance 
of Leaning towards Popery. . FRY +1 
FURTHER, The Art and Induſtry uſed to diſap- 
int the PROTESTANT SUCCESSION, and the Anger 
it drew upon thoſe, who were ſo naughty as to diſcern 
the Tendency of Things, and the Deſigns of Men; and 
to oppoſe them ; and to hold out, againſt all the 
Temptations to humane Nature, that could ariſe 
from Terror or Flattery ; who yet held out in the 
Proſpect of ſure Deſtruction, had not Pro v 1- 
DENCE, redeemed them. This made them unfit 
to be truſted with any Buſineſs in the STaTz, or 


ſo much as with the Education of their own Chil- 


dren. The next Thing, was to have taken away 
their Votes for Parliament, and the Rights and 


Liberties of Engliſhmen being thus taken PR: 
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and the Thing aimed at attained thereby, it was 

no matter what came next. | 
f mags this, The Sorrow that appeared among many 
upon the Suppreſſion of the Rebellion. What Lamen- 
rations were raiſed upon the Juſtice of the Nation, 
tho mix'd with unparallel'd Mercy from the 
KinG; from Him, whom they deſigned to De- 
throne and Murder, and from a GovERRN MEN, 
they purſued with Spite and Malice, with Fire 
and Sword. They murdered our Fellow - Subjects, 
they plundered and burnt, wherever they came. 
No Rebellion in all our Annals appeared in its De- 
ſigns more terrible, or in the Conſequences more deſtru- 
#ive *. Namely, to bring in arbitrary Power, 
that ſpares no Man ; and Popery, that ſpares no 
Heretick. And now, what a Lamentation it is, 
that our Country was not miſerable! That where 
they murdered an Hundred of our Fellow-Sub- 
jects, they did not murder a Thouſand That 
where they ſpread- Terror and Confuſion in one 
County, they did not do it in all! Oh, that ever 
ſuch good Men, that mean no more than De- 
poſing our Proteſtant KING, and ſetting up a 
Papiſt; Men ſo zealous for our Religion, that 
they never ſo much as obtained One frail Promiſe 
from him they fought for, for ics Security; 4 tho”, 
indeed, a Thouſand Promiſes to Hereticks, are 
worth juſt as much as thoſe that Q. Mary made to 
the Suffolk Men, Lewis XIV, to the Proteſtants in 
France, Fame II, to the Church of England, to 
which he was ſo much obliged. This muſt be 
Inclination to Popery, and in Favour of that Cauſe. 
They have ſeen many a Jolly Fellow die at Ty- 
burn for taking Half-a-Crown upon the High- 
B 2 Way, 


FC 


* Cambridge Addreſs, upon the Suppreſſion of the Re- 
bellion. 


t Lord High-Steward's Speech at the Sentence upon the 
Six Lords. 
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Way, without all this Blubbering, tho' a much 
harder Caſe. But Men that actually robbed the 
whole Nation of all that Money which it coſt to 
ſuppreſs them, and deſigned farther to have rob- 
bed us of our KI N, and the Royal FamiLy, of 
our REi1cion, Laws and LIBER TIEs, and of what- 
ſoever is dear to Britons, Chriſtians and Proteſtants : 
When ſome of theſe come to ſuffer, we have no 
Compaſſion left for our poor Country, ourſelves, 
and our Poſterity ! All this Regret, was apparent- 
ly not ſo much that the Criminals might be ſpar'd, 
but becauſe the Undertaking miſcarry'd ; had but 
that ſucceeded, the Actors at the Cloſe of the 
Tragedy, might have been hanged for them, 
without any of that Whining, that looked more 
like Treaſon in the Heart, than Compaſſion to 
the Unfortunate ! Tis dear Popery that they are 
diſappointed of ; it was in the Chambers of Imagery, 
that Ezekiel] was ſhewn the yet greater Abomina- 
tion, of Women Weeping for Thammur. 

Tun Second Thing is, to obſerve, hence this 
Hankering after Popery, this Leaning and Inclination 
towards a Religion that has coſt us ſo dear, and 
bars" which we have ſmarted ſo much, does 
ariſe, 

ONE would wonder how all the falſe Charms 
ſhe can put on, ſhould be able to hide the Fury ; 
Don't we always ſee a burning Torch in her 
Hand? Rage in her Eyes? and the Blood of Saints 
and e Martyrs in her Skirts? Yet this great Whore, 
(as St. John calls her , not only finds Means to 
fit upon many Waters (rule over many People) 
Abroad, and to make the Kings of the Earth. commit 
Fornication with ber ; as the Scripture calls Idolatry) 
but alſo among us, makes many drunk with the 
Wine, of her Fornication, i. e. irrationally addicted 

| to 
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to that ſuperſtitious Way, and quarrelſome, as 
- Drunkards, with all that oppoſe it. 
- __— 128 wonder d at it, when be ſaw, &c. and 
ſo mu 

FC ARISs T, and this Mother of Harlots, and Abo- 
minations of the Earth. | | 


every One, that can diftinguiſh the Spouſe 


I Have ſometimes thought, there was Some- 


thing of Witchcraft in it; Oh, fooliſh Britons ! who 
| hath bewitched you,. that you ſhould not obey the Truth? 
before whoſe Eyes, CRIST Jesvs, in his Mem- 
bers and Cauſe, has been ſo evidently ſet forth, cru- 
 cified among you? eAre ye ſo fooliſh, having begun in 
the Spirit of Liberty, and Scripture Religion, are 
; Je now to be made perfect by Popery and Slavery 2 
Have ye ſuffered ſo many Things in vain, if it be yet 


in vain? 1 have ſometimes thought, this Inclina- 


tion to Popery, was the Mark of a ſecret Fudgment 
of Gov, judicially giving up Perſons to a reprobate 


e Mind, that their own Iniquity might correct 


them in the Conſequence of it ; and that Men, 


who had ſo long run down Proteſtant Doctrines, 
and trampled upon the Principles by which alone 
the Proteſtant Religion can ſubſiſt, were at laft 
left to their own Infatuation, and given up to be- 
lieve a Lye ; in order to ſome fiery Tryal (the only 
Purgatory they have ever proved) and ſome ſe- 
vere Puniſhment of this Nation. For, as an Ingeni- 


ous Perſon ſays, Pepery u too neceſſary an Inſtrument, 


for the executing the Vengeance of an incenſed Provi- 
dence, to expect the World ſhould quickly be delivered 


our approaching 
Ruin, according to the Maxim, That Go p infa- 


tuates thoſe He is about to deſtroy : And ſince we 


were ſo fond of Egypt, to Egypt we ſhould go. 
TERRE was a mixed Multitude that came up 


with the Iraelites, who ſet them a Luſting and Mur- 


muring. They began the Cry for a Return. So we, 
have not wanted a mixed Multitude among us too, 
Cas Beſides 


(14) 


Beſides the Agents from Rowe, and popiſh Emiſ- 


ſaries, there are among us, the Diſcontented, the 
Diſappointed, the deſperate Fortunes, and deſpe- ® 
rate Characters, that muſt fiſh in troubled Waters, 
and have no Hope from a ſettled Stare of Things. | 
There are your half Proteſtants, and Papiſts in 
Maſquerade. Atheiſts, and Men of no Religion, 
that is, of any Religion, that has the publick Lead- 
Ive, as they call it. Others, who tho' they can- 
not digeſt downright Popery ;. yet the Manna 


of Reformation is too thin a Diet for their groſs 


Stomachs; but the Onions and Garlick of X 
a good Haut-gouft of Superſtition, as One ſays, 
will reliſh well with them +. All theſe begin 
the Murmuring, and are ready to ſet the multi- 
tude agog for Egypt: | | 
SOME out of Revenge upon others, who have 
got the Advantage of them in the preſent Settle- 
ment. Whole Kingdoms have been overthrown 
by the Piques of great Men, and their Endeavours 
to be revenged one upon another. Twas in Re- 
venge upon eHordecai that the poor Jen had like 
to have been maſſacred. And the Proteſtants in 
France, have often. gone to wreck, and ſuffered 
hardly, when ſome nablemen that were at the 
Head of them, were to be mortify'd at Court, 
or were too weak in their Contentions with the 
popiſh Nobility. It was ſweet Revenge to B- Gar- 
diner to be able to burn Latimer and Ridley, for 
Hereticks, in Q. Mary's Days, who had been fo 
much his Opponents in the Time of K. Edward, 
VL Nor Would he go to Dinner till the poſting 
Meſſenger brought him Word, that the Fire was 
kindled, tho' it coft him dear; for it is ſupps- 
ſed, thav the long Retention, occaſioned by that 
Ration, was the Occaſion of that Sickneſs of 
which he died, a little While after. 
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- Sour are promiſed great Things upon their Re- 
turn to Porety: Little Folks have expected to 
be great Men, and great Men have often divided 


and devoured in their Imaginations every Thing 


among themſelves. Some have been actually 
bought over, and received Money in Hand. I am 
as much tranſported when I think of our Delive- 
rance from their Gold, as from their Gunpowder; 
| Tas Neglect f good Proteſtant Preaching, that 
was in former Times, is Certainly another Cauſe of 
this Leaning toward Rowe. The Miniſtry of this 
Land not inſtructing the People as formerly, to 


their great Glory they did, in the Grounds of the 


Chriſtian Religion, as it ſtands oppoſed to Pope- 

. If from Year to Year, poor People hardly 
hear that any Thing is damning but Schiſm and 
Hereſy, and that Schiſm and Hereſy too, e'en 
what the Preacher pleaſes to make it; if they are 
continually rounded in the Ears with Church 
Authority, Clergy Power, Liturgy, Ceremonies, 
Cc. and all the Zeal is laid out in recommend- 
ing the Things that have no Value in chem, 
but as they are Approaches to Popery, from 
whence they came, and whither they lead. The 
Miſſionary begins where the Miniſter left off, and 
demonſtrates the fame Topicks, the Duty 
of ſubmitting Judgment and Conſcience to the 
Church; and labours the more ſucceſsfully all the 
Week up and down the Pariſh, upon what the 
Incumbent has laid down on Sunday, in the Pulpit: 
When the Papiſts in thair bloody Cruſado's, broke 
in upon the poor Vandoit, &c. their little Children, 
that hadlearned their Chatechiſms, and could un- 
derſtand their Preachers, were able to defend their 
Religion againſt the Priefts, that attended thoſe 
Butcheries, and afterwards to die for it. So that 
neither Terror nor Sophiſtry, could make any 
Conyerts among the little Children, 2 
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ſo well inſtructed. But what eaſy Work would 
ſach find among us, and do find, not among 
Children only, but among Men and Women, who 


are prepared for the Infuſions of the Jeſuits, by a Set 


of Notions, with which it is hard to ſhew good Rea- 
ſon, why they ſhould not upon Occaſion be Pa- 


piſts. And this leads to another Conſideration; 


+ 


that 1s, | 
Tux near Affinity of ſome Principles and Practices 
to Popery, naturally lead and incline to it. They are 
ſometimes too hard to be diſtinguiſhed, not with- 
ſtanding the quaint Words that are found out to 
keep them aſunder. It is hard for an ordinary Man 
to defend himſelf from Popery upon them; the Tran- 
ſition from one to another is ſo eaſy ; and the War 
Harw isthere in This more than THAT? is fo 
popularly urged. 8 


Fox Inſtance ; If Proteſtants will be talking, 


as if Something elſe was neceſſary to Salvation, 
beſides what, plainly to be found in Scripture, it is 
an eaſy Tranſition from thence, into the popiſh 
Doctrine, That the Scriptures are not the Onely 
Rule of Fart, or at leaſt, that they are not per- 


ſpicuous. If Proteſtants will be talking, that the 


promiſcuous Licence They (the Proteſtants) give to 
all Sorts to read, and interpret the Scripture, did more 
Miſchief than the Papiſts Reftraints „ I defy him 
to avoid running into the popiſh Concluſion, 


That the Scriptures are not be read by People t, 
If 


* Archbiſhop Bramball's Vindication of himſelf and 
Clergy, p. 117. f Father Queſnel, has more Proteſtant 
Qrine, in his Reflections on the New Teſtament, Af; viii. 28. 
ſpeaking of the Eunuch's reading the Prophet 1ſaiah, and 


Philip's asking him, Underſtandeſt thou what thou readeſt? an- 


ſwered, How can 1, except ſome Man ſhould guide me ? Qneſnel 


obſerves, That the ſacred Olſcurity of God's Word, is no Reaſon 


for the Laity to excuſe themſelves from Reading it—— The A 
the 


buſe of the Scriptures, and the Riſe of Hereſies, is not owing to 
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If Proteſtants come to take it into their Heads, 
that an uninterrupted Line of Succeſſion of Paſtors or 
Biſhops, down from the Apoſtles, is neceſſary, 
co the Validity of Orders, and Adminiſtrations, 
and conſequently to the Being of Churches, and 
the Salvation of Souls, what becomes of them, if 
this Succeſſion is no where to be found? or when 
the popiſh Prieſt is at hand, preſently to ſhow 
them, that it is no where to be found but in the 
Church of Rome? When in Truth, it is nothing to 
the Purpoſe of the Chriſtian Church, whole Succeſ- 
ſion is to be meaſured by the Continuance of the 
Doctrine and Worſhip, and not by the Chair, by 
one Man's clapping into the Place of another, 
ſucceflively ; whether he be Saint or Devil ; whe- 
ther there be the Doctrine and Worſhip of the 


, X Chriſtian Church, or no. As if we were to run 
„up our Union to the Apoſtles by a long Liſt of 
„ *X Names, a goodly Chain indeed, when it is im- 
£ paoſſible to join the Links together; and ſome of 
B | = thole who are to be accounted Links in this Chain, 
—— are the very Inſtances of its being actually broke ! 
7 f Unleſs Schiſmaticks, Hereticks, Whoremongers, Sodo- 
of mites, Necromancers and eAtbeiſts, muſt unite us 
45 to the Apoſtles! And they, who in their Acceſ- 
K ſions ſeemed to be Hell broke looſe upon the Chri- 
82 ſtian Church, are to be accounted the only Me- 
os, dium of Union to a Church, which they were 
1 actually Apoſtates from, even for ſome Ages 

1 If Proteſtants will be talking of the Neceſſity of 
14 a Viſible Head of Unity, of the many Churches in a 
nt C Dioceſe 
8. 

nd 8 „ Oy 
n the Simplicity of Women, but to the boaſted Knowledge of 
nel Men, — To ſnatch this wholly out of the Hands of Chriſtians, or 
jon to keep it ſbut from them by depriving them of the Means to un- 
4 derſtand, is to ſbut the Mouth of Jeſus Chriſt to them. The Pope 
70 was ſo angry at theſe Sayings, that he condemued them as 
the heretical in his Conſtitution Unigenitus, . | 
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Diocefe under one Biſhop, &c. the Prieſt will go 
to work upon the ſame Arguments, and prove 
with equal Evidence and Strength, the Neceſſity 
of a Viſible Head of Unity, of all Dioceſes under 
one Provincial Head, of all Provinces under a Na- 
tional Head, all Nations under an Univerſal Head, 
and thar's the Pope. While I know, that upon 
none of all theſe Viſible Heads, depends that Inviſi- 
ble, tho' not inſenſible Preſence and Influence of 
the True HEA D of the CHR CR, who has ſaid, 
Where two or three are gathered together in my Name, 
there am I in the Midſt of them. 

Ir Proteſtants will ſay, That we muſt not judge 
for curſelves, in Oppoſition to Church Authority ; a 
Prieſt is able to demonſtrate, that by the ſame 
Rule, a fizgle Church muſt not judge for itſelf, 
againſt the Catholic; of which (Catholick 
Church) before it ſeparated, ſays he, that ſingle 
Church was but a Part : Nor any Minority, tho' 
never ſo much in the Right, ought to judge for 
itſelf, againſt a Majority in the Wrong. 

If Proteſtants will ſay, The Church has Autho- 
rity to ordain, and impoſe, Rites and Ceremonies, how- 
ever unneceſſary in themſelves, offenſive to their Bre- 
thren, miſchievous in their Conſequences, it is very 
eaſy for a Prieſt among ordinary People to im- 
prove upon this, and ſnow, That if a Church has 
Authority to ordain and impoſe ve, ſne may alſo 
impoſe Five Hundred For who ſhall limit Chriſt's 
Authority ? and for the Expediency of them, the 
Church itſelf muſt judge of that. In at this Door 
came all that Pageantry of Muſick, Painting, Ta- 
pers, Garments, Geſticulations, Ceremonies, Tricks 
and Uſages, that are Twenty times more than the 
whole Bible in the Romiſh Church ; and upon 
this Principle, we muſt ſubmit to them all. 

Ix Proteſtants will be calling every Separation 
that is made among Chriſtians, tho? it be for Con- 
{cience, 
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ſcience, and Edification, and for Peace, and to 
avoid Schiſm, tho' it be with never ſo much Love 
and Charity to thoſe we ſeparate from; tho? it be 
only that Liberty, which Chriſtians have from an 
higher Charter, whether they will grant it or no; 
and which is as plain a Duty upon Chriſtians to 
allow one another, as any Thiug in the Ten Com- 
mandments : I ſay, If Proteſtants will call every 
ſuch Separation, Schiſm, and load the Name, even 
where the Thing is not, with all the odious and 
damning Circumſtances, that peeviſh Writers of 
old have vented themſelves in; it is with too eaſi 

Succeſs, that the popiſh Prieſt applies every Word 
of it, to our Separation from the Church of Rome. 
* We have liv'd to ſee the calling one another 
S$chiſmaticks, ſtrangely go round in the World, The 
Eſtabliſhed Church call the Diſſenters Schiſmaticks ; 
the Nonjurors call the Eſtabliſhed Church by the ſame 
Name. One ſays, he would rather be a Papift than 
a Presbyterian. Dr. Hickes ſays, ** He would rather 
© be a Papiſt, than an Eſtabliſh'd Church-man, 
* would rather go to Maſs, and pray to Saints and 
* Angels, than to the Eſtabliſhed Church, to the 
* Immoral Prayers.” The Papiſts calls us all ſo. 


Bleſſed Gop! encreaſe my Love and Charity to 


them that differ from me; for I am perſuaded, 
there is always the leaſt Schiſm, where there is the 
moſt Brotherly- Love and Moderation; and that they 


are the greateſt Schiſmaticks, who are the greateſt 


Enemies to That, in their Principles, or Temper 
of Spirit: For that Reaſon, I do not believe Fa- 
ther Queſnel of ſo Schiſmatical a Spirit, who un- 
derſtood Chriſtianity ſo well, as to aſſert, in his 


C 2 Ke,flecti- 


* Papiſts may well laugh to hear it inſiſted up- 


on. We, the firſt Reformers, and our immediate Followers, will 


Judge for Ourſelves, in Oppoſition to the Church of Rome; but 
you (we having judged already for you) muſt not judge 
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Reflections upon the New Teſtament, 1 Joh. iv. 8. 
He that loweth not, knoweth not God; for God is Love; 
That there is no GoD, nor Religion, where there is no 
Charity : I ſay, I do not believe Father Queſuel ſo 
ſchiſmatical, as Father Clement XI, who has con- 
demned this Propoſition in his Conſtitution Uni- 
genitus f. I need not to ſay it, any Body may 
eaſily underſtand, that he that can condemn 
ſuch a Propoſition, as heretical, muſt himſelf be 
the greateſt Heretick and Schiſmatick in the 
World. But, a Religion that has no Charity in at, 
may well be alarm'd at ſuch Propoſitions. 

Ir Proteſtants, who own themſelves not Infal- 
lible, ſhall take upon them to compel Men by 
Force to Opinions, when after all they may be 
in the Wrong ; with how much better a Grace, 
muſt a Papiſt perſecute on, and vindicate the Per- 
ſecutions paſs'd, who roundly aſſerts therInfalli- 
bilicy of his Church. 

I Proteſtants, (or ſuch as call themſelves Pro- 
teſtants, I ſhould have ſaid all along) will talk 
of the Holineſs of Places, and of Auricular Con- 
feſſion, of Prieſtly Abſolution, of Abſtaining 
from certain Meats, on certain Days, of the 
Clergy not Subjects to the Civil Power; if they 
affect to uſe the Words and Phraſes borrowed from 
Popery, as Merit, Euchariſt, Real Preſence, Altar, 
Prieſt ; and to ſay, that in the Sacrament of the 
eAltar, there is a proper Sacrifice, a proper Al- 
tar, and a proper Prieſt; they play directly, if 
not deſignedly, into the Miſſionary's Hand, whoſe 
Task is made mighty eaſy by the previous Diſpo- 
ſition of the Subject. But to proceed to another 
Cauſe of this Inclination. 


— — —— 


t In the 58** Propoſition, condemned by the preſent 
Pope, it ſeems there may be God, and Religion, without 
Charity, tho' without it, St. Paul ſays, all is Nothing. 
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Tun Indeſatigable Induſtry of the Emiſſaries of 


the Chureb of Rome, is another Thing in this Caſe, 
Which cannot be better deſcribed, than in the 
Words that were ſpoke of their elder Brethren, 
the Phariſees, Ne compaſs Sea and Land, to make one 
Proſelyte, and when he. is made, ye,make him twofold 
more the Child of Hell, than yourſelves, more ad- 
diced to Error, more oppoſite to the Goſpel. Be- 
ſides thoſe who are conſtant Reſidents among us, 
there are ſome Segſons, wherein the Seminaries 
Abroad pour out all their Frie, upon us; and to 
work they go, in City, 'Town and Country, upon 
Men, Women, Children and Servants ; in all Places, 
and under all Diſguiſes to ſow Diviſions and Ani- 
moſities, widen Diſtances, improve Opportunities, 

raiſe Mobs, infuſe popiſh Notions and Maxims. 
Ont Inſtance of this Induſtry, I reckon to be 
The taking off the Averſion of the Engliſh Nation 
to Popery, changing the Cry againſt it. The 
Engliſh People have had an Hereditary Averſion to 
the Religion, tho they, have been always mild and 
gentle to the Perſons, of Papiſts. Their good Senſe 
hates a Religion, whoſe very Eſſence is Bigotry; 
and their good Nature no leſs abhors a Religion, 
whoſe Genius is Cruelty. They have felt the dire- 
ful Effects of both. This Averſion muſt be taken 
off ſome Way or other, and they had gone a great 
Way toward it; partly, by infuſing a good deal 
of Bigotry into Proteſtants themſelves ; and partly, 
by changing the Cry that uſed to be againſt Po- 
pery, and turning it againſt the Proteſtant Diſſen- 
ters; and have found Means to inſpire ſo much of 
their Religion into poor People, as to procure the 
Demoliſhing of a great Number of Meeting-Places 
in the Kingdom, not only without Provocation, 
but in ſpite of the Prote##;on of the Laws: At the 
ſame Time they found out a Way of Crying up 
Popery epenly, under the Denomination of High 
| _ Church : 


— —— — — 


22 


Church : Which we are now told, upon the dying 
Word of ſome of theſe Rebels, was not the Church 
of England eſtabliſhed by Law ; tho, alas! we 
knew before, they never .meant by it, the Church 
of England, tho filly People were carry'd away 
with that Sound; and could not be perſuaded 
they meant any Thing elle, till they told them 
ſo with their dying Breath. Their Demolitions 
teſtify d they were for no Cburch tolerated, and 
their dying Speeches owned, they were not for 
that eſtabliſbed, let any One judge what it was 
they were for. . 
AxoruERx Reaſon for this Inclination I con- 
ceive, was the Countenance given to Papiſts ſome 
time ſince, for the Sake of their coming into cer- 
tain Schemes and Projects which were then in 
Agitation. And truly they would have been 
Fools indeed, not to have come directly into them, 
when they were ſo directly to their Purpoſe, and 
ſuitable to their Deſigns. The Papiſts give 
themſelves mighty Airs upon this, when an 
eAbbot from France, and an Iriſh Papiſt, and an 
Out-Law, could be truſted to converſe for Hours 
together with the Greateſt Perſon in the Realm, 
which ſo much alarm'd the Proteſtant Nobility, 
that it was complain'd of in the Houſe of Lords, 
tho the Hanover Envoy was forbid the Court. 
But further, | 

Tus Leaning towards Popery, has in ſome 
People taken its riſe, from their Fears leaſt one 
time or other they ſhould be call d to ſuffer upon account 
of Religion. Some People argu'd thus, The 
© Friends of Popery are Numerous, Powerful, 
© Indefatigable, acting in greater Concert, and 
© with more general Underſtanding wich one 


© another, than others, who are divided; they 
| will 


* See Mr. Paul $ and J uſtice Hall Speeches, with ſome 
others, at their Execution. 5 | 
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cc will work their Way, and carry all before them 
ce ſome time or other. If they do, they Avow 
© the Deſtruction of Hereticks, i. e. all that dif- 
« fer from them. If the Proteſtant Intereſt does 
ce prevail, they don't Perſecute. The Conſe- 
« quence to a Papiſt is only to have it out of his 
c Power to do Miſchief, with ſome ſmall Ac- 
© knowledgment for being ſuffer'd, when known, 
ce to enjoy thoſe Privileges himſelf, which he 


© would deſtroy, or deny to others. So that 


de the ſafeſt Way is for me to ſtand ſo, as that I 
© may make but one Step over into Popery, and 
ce that ſo undiſcernable, as it may be hardly to 
ce be ſeen, that I made any Step at all. Add 

to this, | 
T rx Grandures and Riches, the Pomp and Splen- 
dour of that Church are very inviting. The great 
Revenues, and princely Grandeurs of their ſpi- 
ritual Perſons. Many a luſtful Eye has been caſt 
at a Cardinal's Cap. The Pomp and Magnifi- 
cence of their Worfhi „ is very Entertaining. It 
is contrived on — to pleaſe Nature, and al- 
lure all the Senſes, with all that is charming 
in Muſick, exquiſite in Painting, Architecture, 
Veſtments, Poſtures, &c. Travellers own, That 
upon entring their Churches Abroad, all theſe 
Things ſtrike them with a Sort of mechanical Re- 
verence, which the poor People take for little leſs 
than Inſpiration, and the cunning Prieſts makes 
them believe it is the Preſence of Gop, when 
the very ſame Effects ſhall be produced, and the 
ſame Impreflions made by a good Temple Scene, at 
a Play-Houſe. However, this is very taking to 
childiſh and vulgar Minds, that ſtick in the out- 
ſide of Things; that have little Notion of Spiritual 
Worſhip in the Exerciſes of Divine Graces, accord- 
ing to the Purity and Simplicicy of the Goſpel, 

without Mixture of theic own Inventions. 
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Tu Rewerence paid to the Clergy, merely up- 
on Account of their Office, however vile a. 
moral Character, is a great Temptation to thoſe 
looſe Men, who cannot afford. to be at the Coſt 
of deſerving Reſpect, by an holy Life. Without 
which, among Proteſtants, they are not broad 
Hats, and long Gowns, nor little Bands, and long 
Cloaks, that can ſecure that Reverence, which is 
only due to Goodneſs, Uprightneſs, and Purity 
of Character and Converſation. Among Pro- 
teſtants, they who are diſtinguiſhed by their 
Office, it is expected they ſhould be ſo too 
in their Lives and Converfations. Increaſe of 
Knowledge and good Learning, has put an End 
ro that Reverence that uſed to be paid in the 
wrong Place, and to wrong Perſons, and to Ap- 
pearances rather than to Things, while it has at 
the ſame time increaſed the Eſteem due to every 
good and uſeful Man. By how much the more 
we reverence the good and uſeful Man, that is 
an Honour to his Profeflion, and uſeful in the 
World, by ſo much the more we abhor the Im- 
moral, the FaRious noiſy Railer, the Bluſtering, 
the Miſchief- maker, that is a Scandal to his Ot. 
fice. Ir is no wonder that Carnal Men lean to- 
ward and incline to a Church, where all things 
deſireable in this World may be ſecured upon ea- 
ſier Terms, than being truly Good. This leads 


me to another Occaſion of this Inclination to Po- 


pery. And that is, 

Vicious e Men are inclined to take ſhelter in the 
Maxims of Popery, as Criminals find a ſure San- 
ctuary in their Churches. Wicked Men need ſuch 
an Opiat as Popery is, for the Quiet of their Con- 
ſciences, and to Reconcile their ſenſual ungodly 
Life with the Hopes of Heaven. There is no ſuch 
Preparation for Popery or other damnable Errors, 
as a wicked Heart and Life. When Men receive 

not 
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not the Truth in the Love of it, they are the 
more diſpoſed to thoſe ſtrong Deluſions, that lead 
them to believe Lies. ''Men are firſt Senſual, not ha- 
ving the Spirit, and then the Doctrine of the Go- 
ſpel is Fooliſhneſs. The looſe Proteſtant is very 
unlikely to hold faſt his Profeflion, againſt ei- 
ther the Cruelty; or the Sophiſtry] of the Romiſh 
Church. “ The Romiſh Emiſſaries know this; 
© and have uſed a Method accordingly; in all the 
© Courts and Kingdoms in Europe, where they 
© could have Admifhon. After the ſame Man- 
© ner that the Devil leads Men to Hell, do 
© they endeavour to bring Men' over to their 
ce Church; namely, by gratifying the Luſts 
ce of Men, promoting Voluptuouſneſs and Sen- 
« ſuality 3. that Mens Underſtandings being 
ce clouded, they might not diſcern the Cheats and 
© Impoſture of their unſcriptural Religion, and 
6 their Conſciences being burdened, (where any 
* remains) they may catch at ſuch Relief as Po- 


= © pery pretends to give them. For the Prote- 
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ſtant Religion promiſes no Pardon, no Salvation, 
no Heaven, without Faith and Repentance; with- 
out forſaking Sin, and turning to Holineſs of 
Heart and Life: This they cannot bear the 
Thoughts of, and therefore muſt take an eaſier 
Way. Real Renovation of Heart and Life, is too 
coſtly a Thing, and goes too much againſt the 
Grain. It is a much eaſier Way to hire and pay a 
Prieſt to forgive Sins in this Life, and leave ſome 
of that Eſtate, I can enjoy no longer, to be ſung 
out of Puniſhment for them in the next. Infallibi- 
ity ſaves the Trouble of Thinking, Inquiry, or 
Study. Implicite Faith, or believing as the Church 
believes, ſaves One the Labour of being able to 
give a Reafon of the Hope that is in us. Nay, ſaves 
us the Trouble of being of any Faith at all. | 

** THar a Man may be changed from Death 
to Life, from Sin to Grace, tho the Operation 
| D © beings. 
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© begins not till the laſt Hour, is not altogether 
* ſo ſtrange a Thing, (we pretend not to limit 
*© the Holy One, but as He has bounded Him- 
** ſelf) but that the one Half of this may be done 
* upon his Death-bed, and the other Half when 
© he is in the Grave; that eternal Puniſhment 
© may be taken off by a School Diſtinction, or 
© by the Hand of a Prieſt, and the Temporal Pu- 
e niſhment in Purgatory, by ſo many Maſſes; 

* this is the Deſtruction of all holy Living, tis a 
© needleſs Thing upon the Roman Syſtem. The 
Secret of this is ſoon diſcovered ; for by ſuch 
*© Means, as One well obſerves, To an holy Life 
*< be not neceſſary, a Prieſt is ; as if Go Þ did not 
bas appoint the Prieſt to miniſter to holy Living; 
© but to excuſe it. And ſo making the holy Cal- 
© ling, not only to live upon the Sins of the Peo- 
*© ple, but upon their Ruin; and the Advantages 
** of the Function, to ſpring from theirs (the Peo- 
c ples) eternal Danger. They that will not go 
tothe Coſt and Pains of a virtuous and godly Lite, 
are led neceſſarily to caſt about for a Religion 
that may lead them in a more eaſy, and indirect 
Way to Heaven. *Tis endleſs to recount the ma- 
ny Tricks Men have found out, to get to Hea- 
ven, ſo as they may be ſpared an holy Life. . Au- 
ricular Confeſſion, and Penance, which may be 
bought off too with Money, and Go p equally 

leaſed, and the Prieſt more ſo; clears all Scores. 
Endulpcnces are cheap, fometimes granted for a 
ſingle Viſit to a Church, or an Image. . If the 
Spirit of Devotion be hard to get, inſtead of that, 
ſay ſo many Ave Marias a Day, or pay ſome 
Body to ſay them for you. Kils the Rags or Re- 
licts of the Saints. The wiſe Virgins can now give 
to the fooliſh of their Oyl: There is a Stock of Me- 
rit now, that was not laid up when CHRIST 
7 ſpoke 


+ B Taylir's Preface to Holy Dying. 


es, 


27 


ſpoke the Parable, Mattb. xxv. and there are ſpi- 
ritual Stock- Jobbers or Brokers, that can fell you 
Five Hundred or a 'Thouſand Pounds Worth, and 
transfer it to You, to the great Conſolation of 
ſuch, as tho' they have no Grace in their Hearts, 
have a great deal of Money in their Pockets. 
Alas, the Poor! —— If a Tally of Prayers every 
Day; if Faſting ſome Days ſeverely upon good 
Fiſh, and good Liquors; If bodily Exerciſe may 
paſs for Godlineſs, they could be content to be 
godly. They would give their Eſtates to the 
Church, and their Bodies to the Laſh, rather 
than mortify one Luſt. A Religion that will give 
a Licence to the darling Sin, as it will do at the 
Rates of the Apoſtolick Chamber, that great Cuſtom- 
Houſe for Sin; where the Prices are ſet, and a 
good Chriſtian may know before-hand, what it 
will coſt him to whore, or murder, without Da- 
mage to his Soul; I ſay, ſuch a Religion, muſt 
be a fine Religion to thoſe, who, to enjoy their 
Luſts, will neither ſpare their Money nor their 
Fleſh. © To ſacrifice a Luſt, is an harder Leflon 
than Penances, Pilgrimages, coarſe Cloaths, 
Hair Shirts, and going bare-Foot.“ 

Ir a Perſon be to prepare for Death, he need 
not trouble himſelf about his ſpiritual State and 
Frame, and how to get an Heart changed into a 
Fitneſs for Heaven; there are Three or Four 
Things he may eaſily get done for him, and con- 
fidently truſt in.“ Let him ſend for the Prieſt, 
to confeſs and; abſolve, and with the Extreme 
** Untion, adminiſter the idolixed Wafer; and all 
Dis well.” If any Fears ſhould remain, there 
** 15 an after-Game, namely, Purgatory ; a Thing 
very great Comfort to dying Sinners, and the living 
Prieſthood ; as for the Dead, they don't bite. The 
Proteſtant Religion has Nothing like all this: It 
has no Mercy upon Sin; no, not ſo much as in 
Thought and Speculation. It has no Hope for 
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the Sinner, but upon Repentance and Reforma- 
tion 5 a thorough Change of Heart and Life, to 
that Holineſs, without which no Man ſhall ſee the 
Lord. Say you. ſo, Sir, why then I am ſure. I muſt be 
damned upon your Scheme, ſays a dying Perſon, de- 
luded by the Pricſt ; in the other, I have a Chance, 
and therefore I will die a Papit, - «© ; 
Tur Ignorance of what Popery has been, is ſtill, and 
always will be, is another Cauſe of this Inclination. 
People have been artfully led off, and diverted 
from the Conſideration of the Nature, Encroach- 
ments, and Conſequences, of that Religion, to o- 
ther Amulements. They have forgot that it avows 
the Deſtruction of all that differ from them, or 
dare to oppole them, has always done it, when- 
ever it has been in their Power. They have for- 
got how their Fore-fathers were dragged to the 
Stake, contrary to Q. Mary's moſt. ſolemn Pro- 
miles. The Marian Flames, the Gunpowder Trea- 
fon, the Pariſian and Iriſh, horrid Maſſacrees, the 
Inquiſition, which in Thirty Years Time, is ſaid to 
have taken off One e Million, one Hundred and Fifty 
Thouſand Souls. This is the Nature of Popery. 
The People of other Churches:and Religions may 
have been guilty of ſome wicked Acts of Blood, 
but then the Religion has not been chargeable 
with it; no morethan Chriſtianity with the Wick- 
edneſs of any of its Profeſſors : But the Blood 
that Popery draws, and the Ruin it ſpreads, is 
not the Effect of particular, and perſonal Paſſion, 
nor of the Vices of ſome particular Perſons, which 
may denominate Men wicked, while their Religi- 
on is harmleſs in itſelf, of any of thoſe Crimes 
with which it may be diſgraced : In Popery 
we do aſſert, it is the Religion, and that Reli- 
2 obliges them to do theſe Things upon the 
ſevereſt Penalties, for both Worlds, Diſtreſs and 
Depoſition in this World, and Damnation in the 
next. I: is a Part of their Religion to deſtrov Pro- 
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been tranſported at any Lime to act one. againit 
another. Bgpery 15. the ſame bloody cruel, de- 
vouring Ttung, that ever it was. It knows ic 
. 4 , p . > 1% 1 1 The 
cannot truſt to Argument and Evidence, and 
therefore muſt have Recourſe to Force and 
Terror. lun tan ni 53441, 4 

Ho VER, ſaid ſome amongſt us, who ei- 
ther Ene nat the, Depfhs of Satan, or were 4 
uns them gver,. Come,, ler, us truſt ibe Topiſt once 
Are; let us believe it poſſible, for Papiſts to have 
r Truth, Honour, and Good- nature. Well; we did 
made the Experiment; xp they took ſuch 
« Pains to Jet us ſee our Miſtake, that. it is co 
be hoped, we ſhall never at any Time Relapſe 
« into the like Error. 


* * 
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\. Yes, ſaid ſome. again, very lately, let. us try 
once more, and it ſhall be the /aft Time; they have 
Teen their. Folly, and will mend.—— I beſieve it 
would have been the [af Time of Tryal, we ſhould 


have found Popery the ſame Bloody, Cruel, De- 
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vouring Thing, that ever it was; The unrelent- 
ing Cruelty practiced in the Neighbour Nation, 
* has ſent us Thouſands, of Witneſſes, to let us 
« ſee what we ought to look for, whenſoever that 
*©© Blood Religion ſhall come to prevail, and of 
*.whar Account all Promiſes and Laws were to 
be, whenſoeyer they could break .chro; them.“ 
1 Cloſe this Head, with what the, late Biſhop of 
Salisbury f. has ſaid of Doctor Geddes, He was a 
.@ learned and a wiſe May: he bad @ true Notion of 
Popery, as a political Combination, managed by Fulſe- 
hood and Cruely, to eſtabliſh a Temporal. Empire in the 
Perſon of the Popes. | I add, Engliſh 6 ery), 15 the 
doing the ſame Thing, in the Perſons of the Clergy. 

 AxortuasR Cauſe of this Leaning. toward Po- 
pery, has been the bigotted Notion of indefea ſi- 
5 wary | 
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Ble, bereditary, &c. They, who have advanced 
this, know what it carries in its Conſequence ; nor 
would they be fo noiſy upon ſo bafled a Scheme, 
bur for the Sake of the dear Entail of Popery, that 
muſt come along with it. When they were hand- 
ing about the two Breves from the Pope to ſet 
aſide K. James I. to make Way for a Papiſt, where 

was their Zeal then for Hereditary Right ? 
Ir we muſt have the Papiſt, we muſt have Po- 
pery. He won't change his Religion, we muſt 
change ours. Some Feints were made about his 
turning Proteſtant ; but in his refuſing the Mas, 
he was leſs a Papiſt, than thole who would have 
had him put it on. He was ſo honeſt, as tolet us 
know, That if we will have him, we muſt have his 
Religion, without ſo much as a frail Promiſe of 
reſerving ours. And as one Abſurdity never goes a- 
one, they of that Complexion, began to caſt about, 
that it was better to einbrace Popery and all, than 
lie under the Shame of recanting Indefeaſible. A 
Nation muſt be ſacrificed to a Crochet, that they 
may look wondrous grave, in the Attribute of 
being ſteddy to a Principle, that is ſenſeleſs 
in itſelf, as making the Means of Government, 
deſtroy the End of it, the publick Safety; as 
ſetting One to protect People, he is bound to 
deſtroy ; as fetched from ſuch Interpretations 
of general Scriptures, as they would laugh 
at themſelves, ſhould any One go to impoſe the 
like upon them in other Cafes. 'They them- 
ſelves owning the Caſes of Idiocy and Luna- 
Cy, to be Exceptions from the general Scrip- 
tures they fallaciouſly quote ; and we proving 
that Popery is a much greater Incapacity to 
any Prince's reigning over a Proteſtant People, 
than either of thoſe ; becauſe as a Papiſt he muſt 
deſtroy thoſe, whom as a Prince he's bound to pro- 
tet. A Principle, in ſhort, that would render 
Slavery hereditary, and the Damnation of the - 

con 
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cond Generation indefeaſible, without more Mi- 
racles than we can modeſtly expect. 

W az I think of the Charges that muſt have 
been defrayed for ſo long Boarding in forcign 
Courts, the Arrears of Revenues that would have 
been due, from the firſt Year of his Acceſſion ; the 
Reimburſements that would have been demanded 
for the Expence of two fruitleſs Expeditions,the Da- 
mages recoverable from a long War, to keep him 
out of his pretended right, and that the deſigned 
Reſtoration, would be the caſting of us in the Try- 


al, and they that were Caſt, muſt have paid Cof 


and Damages : When I conſider the Forfeitures the 
Nation would be liable to, for Treaſon to the Pre- 
tender, and the Claim that the Church would have 
had upon us as Excommunicate and Schiſma- 
ticks, for adhering to ſchiſmatical Biſhops : Tru- 
ly by that time one Half had gone to make our 
Peace with the Crown, a good Part of the Re- 
mainder muſt be given to reſtore us, being penitent, 
into the Boſom of the Church : For they had laid 


in for it, New Nominations to Biſhopricks, and other 


Favours, not to be granted, till they bad condemned 
the Doctrine of Reſiſtance, and Lay-Deprivation, and 
likewiſe ſhall confeſs themſelves to have been guilty of 
Schiſm, and have DONE SOMETHING to teſtify their 
Repentance * When I conſider again, the Re- 
wards that muſt have been aſſigned to thoſe, who 
had been true and firm to the Family, thro? all 
its Troubles; and beſides all this, the Proviſion 
that muſt have been made for a Swarm of Crea- 
tures that would have come over along with them ; 
What Holes would have been picked in the beſt 
Benefices 2 What Incapacities would the Treaſon, 
or the Schiſm, have ſubjected our Incumbents to? 
What goodly Courts would have been erected, and 


are 
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And doubtleſs, would have treated us as ſuch; and Hereſy 
i is Forfeiture of Life and Goods. 481i wiz) 60 Bhs. < 


. „ 
Commiſſions given, to try theſe Cauſes *? U 4 
on ſtchifa' View as this, Chih? ee wo Lake 


are hardly worch*mentiorfitig, nd would? have 
been the Concern of Few, in Compariſon of this 
Sweeping Deſolatiom f 
Io cloſe all in rhe Words of Dr. Goodman, at the 2 
lut ion: We ſhould have returned to p with a Ven. 


- © geance, not only to our Onions and Garlick, (which 


perhaps we could fancy) I mean, not only to: che Idola- 
* try, Superſtitions and Folly; but to the Brichkilns, 
* and Iron-· Furnaces; Nay, to the Plagues of Lice and Cat- 


© terpillars, that would devoit every Green Thing; t#Dark- 
© neſs that may be felt} wo abſolute Slavery of Body and 


* Mind: In a Word, to alt the diſnidt Effects of French 
** Infolence, and'popiſh Revenzggngſe. onenh 
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-well at Schiſmaticks, Dr. Hickes's Collectiad ef Papers, p. 303. 


t Since I wrete the foregoing Liner, I have met with a Paſ= 

ſage in Archdeacon Rl Charge to the Clergy of Surry, . 
which I rannot forbear inſerting, becauſe it confirms what 1 
have inſinuated above, and plainly opens what our Clergy ere te 
expe upon the Succeſs ef tht Pretender, or prevailing ' of: the 
preſent Non-juring Party. It ſeems, in Virtue of this Ex» 
communication, (ſays the Archdeacon) we are ſuppoſed to 
have incurred; all the Prayers we offer up are of no Ef- 
fect, and the Sacraments we adminiſter Null, and the Peo- 
ple joining with us: in Holy Offices, inſtead of reapi 
any Benefit by them, are plunging themſelves in Sin ; an 
we, whilſt we hope we are with à good Conſcience. dif» 
charging our Paſtoral Care, are increaſing our Guilt, and 


= of winning Souls to Chriſt, we are really every 
Day making them more the Children of Hell. This, ac“ 
cording to them, is our State in relation to another World. 
And what they defign ſhall be our State here, they give us 
Room to gueſs, when they tell us, That in virtue of this 
our Schiſm, we are'uncapable of any Eccleſiaſtical Benefice 
or Piomotion, and that any Inſtitution we have had to 
ſuch, is void. Indeed in this, they act very wiſely, by 
Providing for themſelves, if the Day ſhould ever be t 
own, Vacancies of Preferment enough to © Satisfy the 
hrgeſt Ambition. 
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